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to secure her future fortune. Meanwhile she managed
to cry a little, but nobody believed in her grief. As
for M. le Due, I have already mentioned some anec-
dotes of him that exhibit his cruel character. He was
a marvellously little man, short, without being fat. A
dwarf of Madame la Princesse was said to be the cause.
He was of a livid yellow, nearly always looked furious,
and was ever so proud, so audacious, that it was diffi-
cult to get used to him. His cruelty and ferocity were
so extreme that people avoided him, and his pretended
friends would not invite him to join in any merriment.
They avoided him: he ran after them to escape from
solitude, and would sometimes btirst upon them during
their jovial repasts, reproach them with turning a cold
shoulder to him, and change their merriment to desola-
tion.

After the death of M. le Due, a grand discussion on
precedence at the After-suppers, set on foot by the
proud Duchesse d'Orleans, was, after an elaborate ex-
amination by the King, brought to a close. The King
ordered his determination to be kept secret until he
formally declared it. It is necessary to set forth in a
few words the mechanism of the After-suppers every
day. The King, on leaving table, stopped less than a
half-quarter of an hour with his back leaning against
the balustrade of his chamber. He there found in a
circle all the ladies who had been at his supper, and
who came there to wait for him a little before he left
table, except the ladies who sat, who came out after
him, and who, in the suite of the Princes and the Prin-
cesses who had supped with him, advanced one by one
and made him a courtesy, and filled up the remainder